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SPRING 2026

As we begin to see the first signs of spring on the horizon, I find myself 
filled with immense gratitude for the compassion and generosity of our 
thoughtful community. This season of renewal reminds us that hope is 
always growing, and your continued commitment provides that hope 
for the children and families that we serve. 

This past fall, the center hosted two impactful community events 
focused on strengthening child protection efforts. On October 29th 
more than 125 Multi-Disciplinary Team (MDT) professionals from 
Berkeley and Dorchester Counties gathered at the Lowcountry 
Conference Center for our 9th Annual MDT Conference, featuring 

keynote speaker, Victor Vieth, of Zero Abuse Project. 

The following morning, Victor also spoke at our 4th Annual Faith Leader’s Breakfast at Journey Church, 
equipping faith leaders from around the Tri-County with guidance on child protection and strengthening 
partnerships across the community.

Soon after, we geared up for another busy holiday season. 2025 marked a special milestone for our Operation 
E.L.F. program, which celebrated its 20th year of bringing Christmas magic to the children we serve! With the 
support of our community, more than 475 children had gifts to open on Christmas morning. 

We are also incredibly thankful for Dr. Robert Blackard, who once again provided a very generous matching 
gift for our Year-End Giving Campaign. With his $50,000 match, and the generosity of 168 donors, we 
raised more than $257,000 to support the vital services we provide at no cost to the community! 

We are deeply grateful to everyone who supported us, not only during Operation E.L.F. and our year-end 
campaign, but throughout all of 2025!

Looking ahead, we are excited to announce our 2026 events. Please save the dates for:
• Troy Knight Memorial Golf Tournament – May 4th 
• Pinwheel Gala – August 29th 
• KPCAC Bass Fishing Classic – October 23rd 
  
Finally, as we approach April, we also prepare to recognize Child Abuse Prevention (CAP) Month. We invite 
you to join us for our CAP Month Breakfast on April 15th. We know that when we come together as a 
community and take action to help families thrive, children have the opportunity to grow up safe, healthy, 
and strong – giving them a 
brighter future. More information 
and how to register can be found 
below.

We would not be where we are 
today without you – your 
unwavering support allows us to 
help victims of childhood trauma 
on the path toward hope, 
healing, and empowerment. 
Thank you for believing in us and 
in the work that we do. 

Wishing you a healthy and joyful 
spring.

All my best,

Kay W. Phillips, PHD, LISW-CP
Chief Executive Officer

A LETTER FROM THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
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PREVENTION SPOTLIGHT:
TEEN DATING VIOLENCE PREVENTION

Teen dating violence affects more teens than many people 
realize. Throughout the month of February we recognized 
Teen Dating Violence Prevention Month as a time to raise 
awareness, start conversations, and help young people build 
safe, healthy relationships.

A healthy relationship requires open communication, safety, 
trust, and respect. Teaching children and young people about 
healthy relationships and consent should start early with 
age-appropriate messages through childhood and teen years.

Healthy teen relationships are built on:
 • Respect for boundaries
 • Honest communication
 • Trust and equality
 • Feeling safe, both emotionally and physically

Red flags to watch for include:
 • Extreme jealousy or controlling behavior
 • Pressure to share passwords or location
 • Isolation from friends or activities
 • Fear of upsetting their partner
 • Constant texting or monitoring 
If something feels off, it probably is. Teens who experience 
dating violence are more likely to struggle with anxiety, 
depression, or low self-worth, are more likely to become 
isolated from friends and family, and are more likely to 
experience future unhealthy or abusive relationships. Dating 
violence isn’t only physical, it can also be emotional, verbal, 
digital, or controlling.

Tune into our Teaming Against Trauma podcast using the        
QR Code below for a more in-depth conversation about        
Teen Dating Violence Prevention. You can also contact           
our Prevention and Outreach Team at 
community@kayphillipscac.org or 843.875.1551. Together, 
we can help teens build healthy relationships and safer futures.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES:
RAINN (https://rainn.org) National Sexual Assault Hotline: 
1-800-656-4673 or Text “HOPE” to 64673
Love is Respect (https://www.loveisrespect.org ) Support 
Line: 1-866-331-9474 or Text “LOVEIS” to 22522

Thank You 
TO OUR GENEROUS GRANTORS

Grants Approved October 2025 – January 2026

CHILDREN’S TRUST OF SOUTH CAROLINA
$1,500 for Child Abuse Prevention Month Activities

COASTAL COMMUNITY FOUNDATION GRANT AWARDS:
BAKKER FAMILY FUND: 

$5,500 for General Operating Support
FENNELL FAMILY ENDOWMENT: 

$2,000 for General Operating Support
NORTHERN LOWCOUNTRY GRANTS PROGRAM: 

$10,000 for General Operating Support

DABO’S ALL IN FOUNDATION
$4,000 for White Noise Solution at the Berkeley Center

DOMINION ENERGY 
$5,000 for Internet Safety Trainings

DUKE ENDOWMENT
$108,333 (year 2 of a 3-year grant) for Safe Babies Court Program Support

KUZNIK CHARITABLE FOUNDATION
$25,000 for General Operating Support

NATIONAL CHILDREN’S ALLIANCE GRANT AWARDS
EQUIPMENT GRANT: 

$9,267 for Conferencing Equipment
PROGRAM IMPROVEMENT GRANT: 
$50,000 for Victim Advocacy Services

SECOND CHANCE THRIFT SHOP
$2,500 for General Operating Support

SOUTH CAROLINA NETWORK OF CHILDREN'S ADVOCACY CENTERS
$97,028 for Safe Babies Court Program Support

SPINKS FAMILY FOUNDATION
$2,500 for Berkeley Center Services

TJX FOUNDATION
$10,000 for Support of Children Impacted by Domestic Violence

WEYERHAEUSER GIVING FUND
$4,000 for Human Trafficking and Digital Safety Awareness
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9TH ANNUAL 
MULTIDISCIPLINARY 
TEAM CONFERENCE

Kay Phillips Child Advocacy Center 
coordinates a Multi-Disciplinary 
Team (MDT) of professionals who 
come together and work 
collaboratively to effectively 
investigate, prosecute, and treat 
child abuse. 

Each year, the center hosts a free 
conference on child abuse and 
neglect to provide specialized 
training for MDT members. On 
October 29th, more than 125 MDT 
professionals from Berkeley and 
Dorchester Counties attended the 
9th Annual MDT Conference at the 
Lowcountry Conference Center in 
Summerville.

Attendees heard informative and 
illuminating presentations 
concerning the investigation and 
prosecution of child torture and 
corroborating evidence. Speakers 
included Victor Vieth, Chief Program 
Officer of Zero Abuse Project; 
Director, Deana Lashley, MBS, D.O. 
and Advanced Practice Provider, 
Erin Hart, DNP, FNP-BC from MUSC 
Child Abuse Pediatrics; and panelists, Stephen Young, Chief of Police of the Dorchester County Sheriff's Office, Susan Arms, Human Services 
Specialist from Berkeley County Department of Social Services, and KPCAC staff member, Millicent Fowler, Director of Clinical and Forensic Services 
– Dorchester. 

Thank you to all of our presenters and agency partners who were in attendance, making this a successful event!

4TH ANNUAL 
FAITH LEADER’S BREAKFAST

On October 30th we welcomed Victor Vieth, Chief Program Officer 
of Zero Abuse Project, back to speak at our 4th Annual Faith 
Leader's Breakfast. Faith leaders from around the Tri-County came 
to hear Victor's presentation, “From Sticks to Flowers: Guidelines 
for Child Protection Professionals Working with Parents Using 
Scripture to Justify Corporal Punishment”.
 
Special thanks to Journey Church for hosting us, to Eggs up Grill 
for providing breakfast, and to Biggby Coffee for providing a 
wonderful coffee set-up. We’re grateful for the opportunity to 
partner with the faith community in this way; working together to 
protect children. 

Faith leaders and community members who are interested in learning 
more can contact 843.875.1551 or community@kayphillipscac.org.
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20 YEARS OF OPERATION E.L.F.
2025 marked the 20th year for Operation E.L.F.! Operation E.L.F. is our annual toy drive benefiting children who have received services from our 
center in the past three years. This year, thanks to the support and generosity of people in our community, we were able to ensure that more than 
475 children had presents to open on Christmas Day!

We are so appreciative of each and every one of you who helped make this year’s Operation E.L.F. program so successful!

THANK YOU TO ALL OF OUR DONORS:

INDIVIDUALS
Fred and Dawn Alexander
Emily Annas
Sarah Baus
Susan B. Cadwell
Tim and Arlette Daning
Helen Dingle
Michael and Tricia Flannery
Katrina Fogle
Cherie R. Fowler
Freeze Family
Derek and Brooke Giarratana
Alan and Jamie Greer
Damita Holcomb
Chris Homer
Jon Lefebvre
Stephanie Leon
Vaiter S. Litchfield
Taylor Lucas
Jo Ann Manigault
Frances Monteith
Justin and Nicole Mulder
Kelly Munoz
Linda O'Brien
Debra Odom
Randy and Colleen 
  Osborne
Julia Reiser
Pauline Richardson
Julie Sliwa
Shannon Stelter
Kelley Sullivan
Peggy Tinnin
Emily Weihe

BUSINESSES / 
ORGANIZATIONS
Action Based Learning
Advanced Technology   
  International
AFastlane Towing LLC
American Biker
Azalea Dental
Banks Construction Co.
Beer Man
Berkeley County 
  Solicitors Office
Berkeley Electric 
  Cooperative Women 
  in Rural Electrification 
  (W.I.R.E.)

Bethany United Methodist   
  Church
Cameron Connor Foundation
Cane Bay Library
CHS Airport Aviation 
  Authority
Dance Moves of Charleston
Evans General Contractors
First Southern Methodist 
  Church Woman's Missionary   
  Society
Four Seasons Pickleball Club
Grace Lutheran Church
Greater Summerville Chamber 
  of Commerce
Gus Anastopoulo Law Firm
Healing Word Ministries
James Hardie Building Products
Johnson and Wilson 
  Real Estate Company
Kersey House

Knights of Columbus 
  Council 11910
La Azteca
Lowcountry Specific Chiropractic
Oceanside Collegiate Academy   
  Softball Team
Palmetto Family Dentistry
Parkside Church
Porter-Gaud School
Precision Chiropractic
Ryan Homes
Sandlapper Waste Services, LLC
Santee Cooper
Scout Boats, Inc.
Stasiukaitis Family Fund
St. George Womens Guild
St. Luke's Lutheran Church
St. Paul's Summerville
Steinberg Law Firm, LLP
Summerville Shaggers Shag Club

The Episcopal Church of the 
  Good Shepherd
Town of Summerville
Tupco, Inc.
United Community Bank
Weyerhaeuser
Women Of Construction

Thank you also to the anonymous 
donors and anonymous Amazon 
wish list participants!

*Please note that this list only 
represents those who registered 
to participate and/or filled out a 
donation receipt at drop off.
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INDIVIDUAL DONORS:
Ms. Marian Adair
Ms. Ellen K. Adkins
Mr. and Mrs. Brent Alfreds
Mr. and Mrs. Jerome Anderson
Mr. Brian Anderson
Anonymous
Ms. Gina Austin
Ms. Aysha Ballis
Mr. and Mrs. Reid Banks
Mrs. Sherri Bardsley
Ms. Mary Barrett
Mr. Christopher Bauer
Mr. John W. Beal
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Beers
Ms. Alison Bettisworth
Mrs. Betty R. Black
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Blackard
Mr. Corey Blagsvedt
Mr. and Mrs. Howard S. Bridgman
Ms. Joann H. Brooks
Ms. Kemie Brown-Vansant
Ms. Victoria Budreau
Mr. Rob Bullard
Mr. Ronnie Bunch
Ms. Casey Carver
Dr. Mei Q. Chen
Mr. and Mrs. Laurence Clair
Mr. and Mrs. Calvitt Clarke
Ms. Megan Clifford
Mr. and Mrs. John H. Cochrane
Mr. Bruce Cole
Ms. Taylor Conroy
Mr. and Mrs. Doug Cooney
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Copas
Mr. and Mrs. Deryel Cumbie
Mr. and Mrs. Tim Daning
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Deitch
Mrs. Deborah Dominianni
Mr. and Mrs. William O. Duke, Jr.
Dr. and Mrs. Bill Edwards
Mr. and Mrs. William Everett
Ms. Millicent Fowler

YEAR-END GIVING CAMPAIGN

For the past 6 years Dr. and Mrs. Robert Blackard have generously offered a sizeable matching gift to our year-end giving campaign. Those matching 
gifts have helped us raise more than $850,000 in support of our programs and services! We would like to recognize and thank them both for their 
steadfast support of our center. We are truly thankful for the both of them!

On New Year’s Eve, just mere hours before our deadline, we had $17,556.34 left to raise to meet our $150,000 goal. For the second year in a row 
we received a very generous donation in the exact amount that we were short from The Bastion Group; pushing us to our goal to be able to receive 
the $50,000 matching gift from Dr. and Mrs. Blackard! Thank you to The Bastion Group and Mr. Keane Steele for this incredible donation!

We would also like to recognize and thank Landmark Construction who made an extremely generous corporate donation of $50,000 for the third 
year running; and the organizers of the 11th Annual The Gobbler Gives Gala and Golf Tournament who donated $23,000 in event proceeds toward 
the match!

We are also excited to announce that we had 100% participation from our staff and board members this year, who combined, raised more than 
$20,000 toward the match! Their dedication to our center is unmatched and we cannot thank them enough for all they do.

We are so grateful for each and every donation we receive. Thank you to all 168 donors who allowed us meet and surpass our goal this year, helping 
us raise more than $257,000. We are so appreciative of your support! 

THANK YOU TO ALL OF OUR DONORS:

Ms. Brooklyn French
Mr. Ted French
Mr. Donald Fusarini
Ms. Donna Gamble
Mr. and Mrs. Russ Gantt
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Garcia
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Greer
Ms. Lisa Grooms
Ms. Saundra Hall
Ms. Sandra Hamilton
Ms. Anna Claire Hart
Dr. and Mrs. Glen Haynes
Mr. William R. Hearn
Mr. and Mrs. William S. Helmly
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Helmly
Ms. Jackie W. Hilton
Mrs. Nicole Hoffman
Mrs. Damita Holcomb
Ms. Frederica L. Hughey
Mr. and Mrs. Richard R. Hummer Jr
Mr. and Mrs. Gene Hundley
Mr. and Mrs. Buck Inabinet
Mrs. Pam Kahl
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Kahler
Dr. and Mrs. Barry Katz
Mr. and Mrs. Everett Knight
Mr. and Mrs. James Koski
Ms. Denise Krueger
Mr. and Mrs. Charles R. Kuhnell
Mr. and Mrs. Skip Laney
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Leonard
Mr. and Mrs. Johnny Leviner
Mr. Colin Martin and 
  Mrs. Debora Lindsay
Dr. and Mrs. James T. Martin Jr
Mr. James McDaniel
Mr. Leo McLaughlin
Mrs. Glenda McLeod
Ms. Marie McLeod
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Meade
Mr. Mark Mizell
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph C. Moore, Jr.
Mr. Larry Moore

Mrs. Allyson Morin
Mr. Edward Muckenfuss
Ms. April Muckenfuss
Mr. Jim Oates
Ms. Mary Olmstead
Ms. Brianna Ormonde
Mr. Brian Peacher
Mrs. Virginia M. Pennington
Dr. Kay W. Phillips
Mr. Adam Pismeny
Mr. Tony Pope
Mr. and Mrs. Troy Powell
Mr. and Mrs. Doug Quinn
Ms. Amanda Redick
Ms. Julia Reiser
Ms. Kali Render
Mr. and Mrs. Wil Riley
Ms. Phallan Robbins
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Robbins
Ms. Alexa Roberts
Mr. and Mrs. Richard F. Robinson
Mrs. Billie Ruby
Mr. and Mrs. David C. Ryan
Ms. Sarwah Sahawneh
Ms. Julia Sampieri
Dr. Benjamin Saunders
Mr. Daniel Schlegel
Ms. Kandy Schlesinger
Ms. Kali Sebastian
Ms. Phyllis Shine
Ms. Jessi Shuler
Ms. Susan Smith
Mrs. Lyndsey Smith
Mrs. Annie Sprau
Ms. Rachael Staats
Mr. and Mrs. David Stamps
Mrs. Tara Stiffler
Mr. Brooks Styles
General Henry Taylor
Mrs. Kathleen Thomas
Ms. Paige Thomas
Mrs. Rita H. Torner
Mr. and Mrs. George L. Tupper, Jr.

Mr. Elias D. Tupper II
Mr. and Mrs. Edward H. Tupper
Mr. and Mrs. George L. Tupper III
Ms. Jeanne C. Turner
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Utsey
Ms. Amelia VanCamp
Mr. and Mrs. William L. Walker
Mr. and Mrs. David P. Wallace
Mr. Robert Welborn
Dr. Brunson M. Westbury
Ms. Morgan Whittemore
Ms. Jacqueline Williams
Ms. Janice Williams
Mr. Michael Wood
Mr. and Mrs. Allen Woods
Ms. Annette Young

BUSINESSES / ORGANIZATIONS:
Alignment Chiropractic
Allied Medical Staffing, Inc
Azalea Referral Group
Bethany United Methodist Church
Design Build Construction
Edisto Codgers
Eggs Up Grill
H.M. Northcutt Corporation
Jet's Pizza
Keith Britt Trucking & Construction
Kickin’ Chicken
Landmark Construction Company, Inc.
Moncks Corner Lions Club
Montreux Bar and Grill
Smyrna United Methodist Church
St. George Womens Guild
Summerville Shaggers Shag Club
Texas Roadhouse
The Bastion Group, LLC
The Gobbler Gives
True Homes Foundation
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A client came to our center after experiencing child sexual abuse with concerns for commercial sexual exploitation (CSEC) and began 
Trauma-Focused Cognitive Behavioral Therapy (TF-CBT) with one of our qualified therapists.

When this client first began therapy, she rarely looked up. Shame and low self-esteem shaped how she saw herself and how she moved through 
the world.

But she kept showing up. Week after week, she put in the work. She challenged herself, even when it was hard.

Her family noticed the change first. They told her therapist they were beginning to see the daughter they remembered from before everything 
happened. She was more driven, hopeful, confident, and most importantly, she was happy again.

By the end of treatment, she could see the change in herself too. On the day she graduated from therapy, she shared that she once believed she 
would never finish high school. Now, she was going on college tours and planning for her future.

She hadn’t become someone new. She had been given the tools she needed to cope with her trauma, allowing her to find her way back to who 
she had always been.

She also reflected on her forensic interview, describing how heard and comfortable she felt throughout the process. That experience mattered. 
Being listened to helped her begin telling her story and begin her journey toward hope, healing, and empowerment. 

TF-CBT is an evidence-based treatment for children who have experienced abuse/neglect or any traumatic experience. For more information on the treatment 

services we offer, contact our Treatment Coordinator at treatment@kayphillipscac.org or 843.875-1551, or visit our website at kayphillipscac.org.

A POSITIVE IMPACT STORY
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GRIEF THERAPY OFFERINGS AT KPCAC

Staff Member Spotlight: TAYLOR CONROY

Taylor Conroy, LMSW is a Lead 
Forensic Interviewer and Therapist 
at Kay Phillips Child Advocacy 
Center. This past year, she identified 
a need for specialized therapeutic 
services for youth experiencing grief, 
and completed training to expand 
her expertise. She is currently listed 
in The Hackett Center for Mental 
Health’s Trauma and Grief (TAG) 
Directory as the sole provider in the 
state of South Carolina to offer these 
critical services.
 

Taylor has dedicated her career to fostering hope, healing, and 
empowerment since 2017, when she first began serving at the 
SafeHouse Center in Ann Arbor, Michigan. There, she provided 
compassionate care to survivors of domestic violence and sexual 
assault through both a 24/7 crisis hotline and a residential shelter. 
 
After obtaining her Bachelor of Arts degree in Psychology, with a 
minor in Crime and Justice, from the University of Michigan in 2018, 
she relocated to Stony Brook, New York where she received her 
Master of Social Work degree at Stony Brook University School of 
Social Welfare in 2021.  

In January 2022, Kay Phillips Child Advocacy Center proudly 
welcomed Taylor as a Forensic Interviewer and Therapist. Since then, 
she has advanced to the role of Lead, all while pursuing extensive 
continuing education to expand her service offerings. Two of these 
evidence-based therapies include: 

Trauma and Grief Component Therapy for Adolescents (TGCTA):   
Evidence-based treatment for teens ages 11 to 21 who’ve 
experienced trauma and loss, helping them manage distress and 
emotional challenges.

Multidimensional Grief Therapy (MGT): Evidence-based treatment 
designed to help bereaved children and teens move past unhelpful 
grief reactions and develop healthier ways to cope after a loss.

Kay Phillips Child Advocacy Center is immensely proud of the 
compassion and dedication Taylor brings to our community. If you are 
interested in learning more about these therapy offerings please email 
treatment@kayphillipscac.org.

CELEBRATING OUR STAFF

On November 20th we took time to celebrate our incredible team and 
all the heart they pour into supporting the children and families we 
serve.

A huge thank you to Petra at Nexton Candle Lab for hosting us for a fun 
and relaxing candle-making session! Our team loved getting creative 
and spending time together in such a wonderful space.

We’re also extremely grateful to Talucci’s Bakery for donating the most 
delicious breakfast pastries. They were amazing and made our morning 
extra special!

We are so thankful for all of our community partners who continue to 
pour into our mission and help lift up our staff!

A VERY HAPPY BIRTHDAY

We are deeply grateful to Morgan Whittemore, who generously named our center as the beneficiary of her 40th 
Birthday Celebration! In lieu of gifts, Morgan invited friends and family to make donations, and together they raised 
more than $13,000!

Thank you, Morgan, for celebrating this milestone in such a meaningful way, and thank you to everyone who 
contributed!
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303 E. Richardson Ave.
Summerville, SC 29483 

843.875.1551 | kayphillipscac.org

Register Today

22ND ANNUAL TROY KNIGHT 
MEMORIAL GOLF TOURNAMENT

When: Monday, May 4, 2026
Where: Summerville Country Club

Shotgun Start: 1 PM

Sponsorships are available starting at $250. All 
Golfers receive lunch prior to play, beverages and 
light snacks on the course, and dinner following. 

Awards, raffle drawings, and prizes will be 
awarded during dinner.

REGISTER ONLINE TODAY:

For more information
please contact Rachel Cole at 
rachel@kayphillipscac.org.


